Wesclin Board of Education

Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting

Monday, August 2, 2021

I.
Special Meeting

A.
Roll Call

The Board of Education of Wesclin Community School District # 3, Clinton and St. Clair Counties, Illinois, met in a regular session on Monday, the 2nd day of August 2021, at the hour of 4:00 p.m., at the Wesclin High School in said district.

At the above-named time and place there were present the following officers and members of the Board:



Members Present
Members Absent

Aaron Hoerchler, President:
_______________
______x_______


Paul Josias, Vice President:
______x________
______________


Tina Litteken, Treasurer:
______x________
______________


Connie Elmore, Secretary:
______x________
______________


Matt Fridley:
______x________
______________


Jeff Stroot:
______x________
______________


Zach Peters:
______x________
______________

A quorum of the Board members being present, the current president called the meeting to order and declared the Board to be in session for the transaction of business.

Administrators present:


Jennifer Filyaw, Superintendent:
______x______
_______________


Jamey Rahm:
______x______
_______________


Angela Woll:
______x______
_______________


Roger Freeze:
______x______
_______________


Zack Huels:
______x______
_______________


Jamie Pence:
______x______
_______________


B.
Agenda modification

Motion made by Tina Litteken seconded by Jeff Stroot to approve agenda as presented.

Vote: Connie Elmore-aye, Matt Fridley-aye, Aaron Hoerchler-aye, Paul Josias-aye, Tina Litteken-aye, Zach Peters-aye, Jeff Stroot-aye. Motion passes 7-0

C. Superintendent Report – Mrs. Filyaw presented the plan with changes from July. Regarding masks, ALL students, staff, and  visitors will wear a mask, per CDC/IDPH. We will follow the contact tracing guidelines of CCDH. We need to be in school and with all wearing masks, this will help us stay in school.
Our insurance carrier has stated that coverage denial would be based on grounds for failure to adhere to Governor’s Executive Orders, legislative enactments or other regulations mandated by public health authorities at the CDC/IDPH or local health department.

Matt Fridley asked about the determining factors/numbers for school shut down.

Mrs. Filyaw stated the metrics would be the same as was used last year, local zip codes. COVID #s are up 39 new cases since last board meeting, July 19.
Zach Peters asked how many COVID cases we had last year.

Mrs. Filyaw stated that we had 48-50 at the MS, 12 at TE; 15 at NB and 27 at HS.

Matt Fridley state we should mask for a few weeks and then revisit this issue at the next board meeting.

Jeff Stroot questioned “when does this end?”

Mrs. Filyaw stated when we have the option to vaccinate all ages. If IDPH doesn’t change their rules, we are not out of it. We will know more in 3 weeks.

Jeff Stroot – “this ends when we end it.”

Paul Josias stated that he was not in favor of the masks. He would like to keep it optional to wear. Vaccinated persons do not need to be masked.
II.
Public Comments:  

Angie Herndon – we know that this is 200 times more transmittable. We need to be proactive. We need to be concerned for all in the community. Please protect our kids, our community. Masks work. Kids will be okay with it. Consider all the guidelines to be safe.

Jody Yarber asked if New Baden and New Memphis zip codes were combined for the data.

Mrs. Filyaw stated that they were

Kelly Ross  asked if field trips would be back.

Mrs. Filyaw stated they would be

Jennifer Yuckna stated that she appreciated the board and admin using all the new data and making the decision to mask. “Please keep looking at the new data and adopting policies to keep our kids in session with masks.”

Jeremy Rakers wanted to know if we could vote on an end to the masking and wanted to know what other schools are doing. Wants to know if we can start without masks and then see what happens.

Mrs. Filyaw stated that once a classroom goes down our whole school will go down. The health department shuts us down. He have to listen to the health department.
Paul Josias left the meeting, 5:00 p.m.
Jennifer Yuckna – All parties wearing masks is the most effective.

Jillian Isaak – “I think we should get it over with and everyone go with masks. Everyone’s data is different.”

Chris Herndon – “We can’t compare this to other strains/infections. We don’t know what it does. This variant has a larger impact on children. There are potential long-term effects of COVID relating to pulmonary disease and heart disease in kids. Masks are recommended.”

Jillian Isaak – “think about the long-term effects of wearing masks”

Kassie Hund – institutions should not push vaccine. No data on those long term affects. Would like a vote on no masks.
Jared ? – commented that everyone should have to follow quarantine guidelines regardless of vaccination status.
III.
Items Requiring Board of Education Action

A.
COVID GUIDELINES
Motion by Matt Fridley seconded by Tina Litteken to approve the 2021/2022 updated COVID guidelines that includes wearing of masks by all individuals of vaccination status for the first 3 weeks of school.

Roll Call Vote: Connie Elmore-aye, Matt Fridley-aye, Tina Litteken-aye, Zach Peters-no, Jeff Stroot-no. Motion passes 3-2
B.
Consent Agenda
Motion by Matt Fridley seconded by Zach Peters to approve the consent agenda as presented.
Employment:

i. Erica Johnson – We are recommending Ms. Johnson for JV Softball.

ii. Ashlee O’Connell – We are recommending Ms. O’Connell as the Football Cheerleading Coach.

iii. Solana Schumacher – We are recommending Ms. Schumacher as the Competitive Cheerleading Coach/Basketball Cheerleading Coach. 

iv. Stephen Whitlatch – We are recommending Mr. Whitlatch as the Freshman Basketball Coach. 

v. Sydney Perez – We are recommending Ms. Perez as a social worker.

Volunteer

i. Becca Rakers – We are recommending Ms. Rakers as a volunteer cheerleading coach. 

ii. Eric Harris – We are recommending Mr. Harris as a volunteer junior high baseball coach.
Vote: Connie Elmore-aye, Matt Fridley-aye, Aaron Hoerchler-aye, Paul Josias-aye, Tina Litteken-aye, Zach Peters-aye, Jeff Stroot-aye. Motion passes 7-0

VI.
Adjournment:

It was moved by Matt Fridley seconded by Tina Litteken that the meeting be adjourned.  Meeting was adjourned at 5:12 p.m.

Vote: Connie Elmore-aye, Matt Fridley-aye, Tina Litteken-aye, Zach Peters-aye, Jeff Stroot-aye.
Motion passes 5-0

_________________________________
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Secretary
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